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NATURAL SETTING ' 

Pocahontas county owes i'te early development largely to its 
-Djiticn on the boundary of Virginia. Pionwrlns exolorara discover..) 
;?e rich valleys on their first short trips beyond the Allegheny bar¬ 
rier. Later, it became an important gateway for settlers from the 

eastern communities who pushed into the free lands of the Ohio country. 

* ^ \ 

~he county, in its geographical placement and contour, is ^uite similar 

. / 

to Test Virginia, itself. Trim the northern panhandle region from a 

map of state and the remainder will be surprisingly like a map of 

* t* * ** #* - ■ ^ 

Pocahontas. Like the state, the county extends much farther north, 
south, east, and west thin its size would indicate. Prom 57 degrees, 

40 minutes north latitude at its southertnost point it stretches to 
22 degrees 45 minutes north latitude. Similarly it reaches from 79 
degrees, 35 minutes to 80 degress, PA minutes west longitude. 

Its more than 900 squar e miles of land make Pocanonta3 the third 
county oXT the state m size. It was formed from parts of Bath, Pend- 
le * cn , ana Randolph counties and v/as originally thought to contain 
square miles. Boundaries, as determined by the Virginia legis- 

— -rr m 1321, were as follows: 

•Panning at th« hnc of Greenbrier County on top of the Alie- 

- • 1!> jnvain Thence with the said line to the head of Spice fiun, 

thC - i Ilr,e t0 th * L ‘ nd of the Droop Mountain, thence with 
• -i«.e to Knob, thence .nth uaid line to where it intersects 

1 ' C ' f * m ’’ h * ind Manrt0Aj>h ' thonco with tht line dividing Randolph 

J ' i- ° r,lo,lI1 tKin opposite the Junction of the 
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' -i*' Itll *«• Kiv^r. thence a straight linc'to the 


"hence i n 


i ;ht line to the 'top"', 
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.. rfor.-'iA. t*tr. the road icanm-. fro, «o«r U=* to X*n*ol?n 
e crosses said mountain, thence a straight line to wie.e 

- ur ;.oendleton county. Intersects the line of Bath ana Reneolpn 

„„ to p or eoto b.twan Cheat and M** Rivers, 

T , lth the top of said mountain to where the roac. L^.axxiQ i 

11 . thence a straight iine 
.....re to Randolph court house crosses it, th 

‘ 0 e the Allegheny Mountain opposite thebead of the east lor. 

•: r. Greenbrier Rive, thence with the top of the said mountain to 
;»*, ». ^ « f ** said — 


v, -*r* 


straight line from the Slaver.a road to the mountain o,P~* . 

. i ■ cf Sast Tor* of Greenbrier caused much confusion. As conn y 

,en..—-——-* ^“ 

* **. «„»»*. *1... * -» ^ ■*“*“ 

.... ts Randolph. After considerable dispute the boundaries were 
. . .. Tv. present location. Pocahontas thus gained a vast area o 

.v.r land. Burner. May. strode * ilde11 * re ‘“” nS 

. - -an E if in this formerly disputed territory. About ten miles 

putry land Railroad together with attending operations is 
itfew '-.are later the southern border was changed sllBhtly, 
„.. r . t y it, present area of. 602,660 acres. As in the case 
. . . ro roue** terrain is canttTRl .boundariesi wtfrfdet ermined 

fli i fi.rr'cra, streams, ana divisions of water shed. 
rtrl , y 0 f nan j on **rl> surveyor with th»» Wild country in 
furom<i Lin to r«1., \..»nn .romiricnL lanftmr.rkd for his 
.„ v „ r> ».nc ; ol.tier 1 and uur.nl jrot.jsnj »*r« nlco 1R- 
i. v •. w. ■ ,*rn; v uc*l n’-'-aun it aj.pt a re .logic*!, that 
, 0 o t M.nn th* nrhit ritr* f of 
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CHAMWTCSBK-> aATURAL SETTI?C (f oc * honta -!£S y aty) 

Beginning AuguBt 26 th 19*0 
Rnecoe V. Brown. 


Pert 1. 

b.c A. Pocahontas County is situated on the eastern side of the State eomewhat 

below the center of West Virginia, is adjoining the State of Virginia in the east, 
the meanders of the Alleghany mountaine , and the waterehed thereof which is the 3 
line between Virginia and West Virginia .forme the eaetern boundry line of Poeahontae 
County except the north end of the County which ie bounded on the east by Pendleton 


County of West Virginia. 

Pocahontee County ie bounded on the north and north-west by Webster and 
Randolph Counties, on the north-eaet by Pendleton County , on the east by Highland 
and Path Counties of the state of Virginia, and on the south-west by Greenbrier County 
The Geographal poeition of Pocahontas County , or as it is oriented in the 
State of West Virginia, in reference to its poeition of Latitude and Longitudinal 
departure ; at the High-School Bfcildinguat Greenbank taken as a point as near aa 
can be defined , ia 38 degrees ,25 minutes , and 33 seconds of North Latitude, and 
75 degrees, 49 minutes , and 30 seconds of Longitude from Greenwich. 

The Geographal of Uarlinton ( the County eeat of Pocahontas County ) is 

approximately a. taken from the Topographical Maps made by O.S.Engineers for the 

^logical EurTeye, i. 38 degreee and 1 3 minutes of North Latitude, and 80 degrees 
• M t slnutet cf Longitude. 


” U *•'“»*«•» .T th. dSih.tl.n of th. magr.etic 

.,r„ th. t,u. North u.rldlu t0 b . , d „ gro „ „„ J0 Blaut „ 

•' • «*» ■■ .»™.l oh.„ 6 . 3 .!»*.. p.r 

' “* “* «• »...d „„ th. Tru. North u.rldlu 11 

** l, “ 1 ..* *. -In.tlo World!.n.) 
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. r lB outUne and has no definite form f It. groateet 
he County is irregular in outline , 

l.ngth 1. n.«rly 60 .11.. running In . n.rth.a»t-.outh...t dir.oti.n 
.nl 11. gr..t..t width in . north...! .nd ..uth.wt dir.ctlon 1. approximately 

29 cilae narrowing to about 12miles toward the northern end. 

The present area of Pocahontas County, ae determined with planimeter from 
the topographic eheote of the United State Geological Survey ae follows: 

Gresnbank District . 319.24 Square Miles. 

Hi.-toreville District-193- 64 Square Miles. 

•dray District-- 237.05 Square Milee. 

Little Levels Dietrict-— 192.68 Square Wiles. £ 

_ V 

Total- -942.61 square Milee . or about 602. 880, more or lesr 

-I 

Pochbatlas County was formed by an act of the Virginia Legiiature in Dec 
-wrter 1921, while West Virginia was a part of the State of Virginia. 

It w&e formed from parti of Bath, Pendleton , and Randolph Counties , and 
tire was auppoed to contain 820 square miles. 

T.-.e boundry lines of Pocahontas County as origionally established by the 
Tli-ginia Legislature in December 1921 are as follows 

Itl.M, .1 th. 11». of Greenbrier County on top 6f the All.gh.ny Mountain 
-Woo. 1th th. .Id It. t» th. head of Spic. Bun, thono. 1th th. old lino to th. 

"* *' - * it ’' «“ — Knob. thono. 1th ..id 11.. 

“ ... 110 ' *' “* ^ *«» th. Una diriding 

* •. *4 Creenbrler Countlss , to the mounts« J ho ^ nction ® f th « 

. o.untln oppo.it. Bannock shoal Run with 

Ha. to th. ...th of th. d , 

• • : _ 

--- . ow Llck to R * ndoip *' 




* Uyn ' %i ° ‘ . .lin. to where the 
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. it top Of said mountain to 

t ond Greenbrier Rivers, thence with the .op 
_t>ctwa*» Che< ‘ , h Cou rt houee croeeee it, thence a 

,„. r . «. »—« ,r ” *° R ‘ lt . tt , hoid ...t 

' „ t lln . io th. top .« - SPP °“ lt * 

; l ; t, op— *- - *. - *• - tc 
11M . - *. -—- - ^ ^. 

) 5..- Dyer. Index of the land Brent, of »»»* VorBinr. 

It eppeera that th. ^ * *»’ -«Wrt U- *• — * 

ULsde. Mountain oppo.it. *. d.ed of to. »t lord of td. Oro.nOri.r River 


a**v5*«*«v -- — 

in later year.,led to »uch .iaund.rat.odinB^andjontro^r^Oetaaen td. Coun 
Pooedootae and Randolph. . Randolph County ... fom.d^h, an Act of the Virginia 


Aeeeehly in Ootoh.r 1186 , and did.nt includ. th, head water, of th. ..At Pork 
„ td. cra.utri.r River; and it appeared that th. .aid Ho. would w^d out a 
ptrt of Pendleton in two part, net joining. Pendleton County line a. o.tabli.had 
h, th. Virginia Ae.eahly in D.e«b.r 1187 .only oaLl.d for th. top of th. All.gO.ny 
a=i along the s«e .and the east side of the Greenbrier waters to the eouth-west 
fountain of the South Branch, thie point wae the corner of Augusta County at that 
*.ise and later formed the setting of the Bath County line as formed from Augusta 

County in 1791 

After the fomation of Pocahontas County in 1821 f the greater portion of 
•e area drained by the eatere of the Weet Fork of the Greenbrier River was not 
soBpietaly Included in the County lineo above mentioned and therefore appeared to 
*-• • Ho Mann Land” and waa all due to the fact that the origional call* show a 

• 104r4arat*MlQt on the part of the draftsman of tho bill , an to the topographical 


• tUiUon of the country. 

Z\ >u Hr**« too.ftd undsrstood by ths Offioiav of Pocohontos and Randolph 


-n\i•• tn.t ■ flsfinits lifts must bs ostsbliohod batwosn tho two Countiss 
*t t la urUwlw point of •ontro Tsrsy. 




( P*r.e *) 


Th# oervice of B.M.Yeagor a qualified land surveyor was eecured to survey 

#»tablieh a line as directed bji a board of commissioners; The survey notes 

0 f B.U.Yeager bearing date of May 22nd l8?6 purports the fact that he began at 

the top of Back Alleghany , on Shavers Mountain t where the Staunton and Parkersburg 

Turnpike road crosses the top of said Mountain ; ( This point had been the most 

aohern point or corner of Pocahontas County for a period of 55 years). 

thence with the top of eaid montain on the divide between the waters of the 

"rtnbrier River ,and the waters of the Shavers Fork of Cheat River , and following 

the water shed of the Greenbrier waters to a point onthe top of the Alleghany 

n 

Mountain on the Pendleto County line . 

The said surveyor gives the whole distance 8415 poles— $42*07£ 

Revereei---- 7276 poles $ 36.38 

taber of courses——-— 146 —-- 4.56 

The whole distance of the new lino between Randolph and Pocahontas County 

» 

is about 27 ciles. ( The bearinge and distance of the courses are omitted atthis 

i 

TV., following *>>• Commieeionera report of the lino , and the same if. 
a setter of roeerd ia tha County Clarke Office of Pocahontas County West Va. 


Is 3..1 Book No 15 at Page 188 

»• Eh am an H. Clark .Tfilliax 9. Overholt, and John C. 
**- v* • part of Poeahontaa County and, 

.t.Crawford, Mi chelae Jiaretiller , and S.D. Strader 


Price Commiaaionere 


Coramiaaionera ,on 


*' • *" a B - *• dull, eh... Otapir. b, 

•—'“I t. 1.., t. ..c.rtln .„ d ru tb. t 

** ** l, “ U '"'" *“ a «•■«!.. .bout .hlch th.r. h.. b..u . 

u.w..« ...» Cu.ll.. . rtol „ lt>of , u4 4l|put ^ lln , 

•• XUM lv ef X-cuit IMq # %nd fl t ... 

sworn ; on h»«u*l ng evidence 

--* *' **“•*“■ ~ — —- «• *-». mu. .. „» 

7 i n : ..- - - -•*.. ... 

.. “ “ — - - ,U. rwr . 
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«<;oViav®rB Mountain .where the 

. t. .» »*— .. *• *’ *' B “ k ^ ’° of u.untain »» 

Staunton - — — "** ““ *V ^ th9 .atom 

, 0 ., tn.no. »ith on. ,p .f -u — - -;2;;r: .. , ol ,„ . 

•' Or..nbrl.r lll.r «i *» °' ^ Th „ baarlEg , .„ d 

, tn. fir.t oil of th. 11..) 8.33 *. 58 P.l.« • 

Ll.. ., tn. on.... 0 , tn. im. — - - - *7 

tn- „ noco.nry , , ( Tn. la.t .11 or «-) «■ * *• " ^ " ‘ " ' 

a . rr y .na a ...... « - t. t .T *i*«r — • * ha ” thB ““ 

rtige intersect, the said Alleghany Mountain. 

ft. Comi.8i.nono an tn. part of Randolph County di.a.nting . 

cuPT nrV. 


Ca-ie.ionere on the part of Pocahontae County 


'Sa Overholt 
John C. Price 
B. W. Byrne. Umpire. 


Peemhoataa County Clerk a Office . 
i.-ii'. 2 & th 1862 

Tfce foraio’.n* plat and report of the County line between the Pocahontas and 
>ual)l;s eountlaa wae praaented in t&taOffica and admitted to record . 


T EST JOHN J.B1ARD 


CLERK. 






( Pape 6 ) 

establish*®*** of the disputed line by the CommieBionere f which appears 
to have been controlli by the deciding vote of the Umpire added much valuation 
to the Greenbank District of Pocahohtae County; The Valuation of many thousand 
acres of valuable timber fell to Pocahontas County 9 and many years afterward 
■any different band Saw mills and LU*Ber Towns were established within the 
disputed area t The Lumber Towns- Burner, May, Gertrude # and Wildell, and 
other lunber operations on the Westorn Maryland R ailroad were in the area that was 
ceded to Pocahontas County* These were all large Lumber towns with Churches 
and Schools , and had all the modern conveniencies , that went to make up a 
desirable place for the employees, and their families to live, while the mille 
vers in operation * The duration of the mills that operated on the West Fork of 
the Greenbrier River was from 1900 to about 1920* 

About 10 miles of the Western Maryland Railroad is within this disputed 

t 

area # and adding that amount of valuiion of the rolling stowk to Pocahontas 

Omtf v 




■ , ....• l.-'-.ng* elevated pulpit in other end, two email 12 light windows on sides. 

ears ego the side galleriee were taken out and the building ceiled. 3enches 
f | L ken out end chairs put in. Thie church is still in use and was built in 
..- 5; 6 9 ths records show it was deeded July 4, 1835. 

E ray Church was built in 1863 E. D. King was the contractor and builder. 

-or*-aft price above -foundation $700.00. For this work Lakin and Feters furnished 
• * * er.t y thousand feet of lumber from their mill at Clover Lick, delivered at 
... ;. ey Siding; which is now the Fair Grounds, for ten dollars per thousand white 
Pine lumber . Everything eurtmed up, all told, the Edray church cost$2032.25 . 

Sdray Post Office was the first post office in Edray Community, 
then looking for o none, lira. Elion Moor., mother of t h. lain Georg. P. Moore 
. Bible reader, suggested a Bible name end eeid "Cell the post office Edr.iP 
Leaving off the .1 and adding r, making Edray the nam. of th, firet poet office. 
Thi. office .as established about 1850. Ae soon as Geo. P. Moor, .as of ego, ho 

poet toaster end continued to be until hi. d.eth in 192*. He the oldest 

r *• -i- — • ‘ ; - 

raster in th© 131 S. A. 

prom Pocahontas Times -Nov. 4, 1926 



-1- 



. Green Bank District is the most northern district 
frt- Uw&n 

in e county, it is bounded on the north ar.d north-west 
by Randolph County, on the east by Fendleton end Highland 
counties, south by Huntersville and Sdray Districts. The 
surface is broken and mountainous. The fountain streams 
cf the Greenbrier river constitute the drainage system. 

Among these are the east and west branches of the Greenbrier 
river, Little River, Deer Creek, North fork of Deer Creek 
ar.d Leatherbark Creek. 

...e old mill which has been mentioned with the machine 
connection with the making of tools and implements of iron 
end steel. This machine was used in drawing out and flannir.g 
-hrge iron and steel for making wagon tires, horse shoes, 
'-novel plows, bolts, nails and shaping out heavy iron work. 

...e ei -e of tr.e old Hill end Tilt Hammer is on the land of 
--cr.ry “ooddell, near Greenbank, in Greencank District. The 
U ftr.d embankments may be eee/in on the west side of the road 
"-n ! rtin Sutton's Blacksmith shop and Henry Wooddell 1 s 
** *” e old -'ill race is now used for the county road. 

• •- n mt«. U rrent labor saving for the community and had 
llt ; " • ;l 1 e «arly development of the community. 

fir '- ,,n c " r, ‘ d of Frederick County, Maryland, purchased 
i'.yloi Grant from John Brown, on August prd, 1799, 

’’ • !,rr,er " t..o v.nter por rr of North Fork, w.iich wae 

• i.ea Cuum. creek at t:.at time. He built a Tub Mill or 

.1: r ic.. t ln XUI1 : ing condition for ten or fifteen 






